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Introduction 
Welcome to Bay Lake History 101, a presentation that attempts to tell some of 

the stories of some of the original settlers of our community. 

 
 
 

Even those who slept through history classes will find it interesting. The cast of 
characters will become familiar.   Go through it more than once and youõll think of 

them as your friends (and your boat rides will be more interesting). 
   

It was created for those who love Bay Lake because when we learn about our 
history we strengthen our community.   

Questions or comments : Contact Paul Erickson at ericksonpaulsue@aol.com 

Numerous historians and authors have written about our area.  See the last slide (i.e.  òSourcesó) .  
The accuracy of the details isnõt guaranteed. 

Duration: 15 minutes 



Bay Lake History ò101ó 
Curriculum 

ÅEarly Native Americans  
ÅVoyageurs & The Fur Trade  
ÅRailroads 
ÅSettlers  
ÅLumber 
ÅSchools  
ÅEarly òBay Lakersó 



Early Native Americans  
Å12,000 BC --- Paleo-Indian  Period 

Å1600 AD ---Historic  Period  

Å900 AD ---Late Prehistoric Period 

Å800 BC ---Woodland  Period 

Å8,000 BC ---Archaic Period 

Man came to our area as the glaciers receded.   

Nomadic hunters, fisherman, gatherers of berries , nuts & weeds. 

Nomadic hunters, bow & arrows, ceramic vessels and burial grounds (evidence of 
settlements in the Gull Lake area). 

Less nomadic, farming (wild rice), settlements move from rivers to lakeshore. 

The fur trade was active.   The Dakota were displaced by Ojibwe.   



French-Canadian Voyageurs & 
The Fur Trade 1600 & 1700õs 

Major Portage 

Routes 

The route from Lake Superior to 

the Dakota settlement at 

Kathio on Mille Lacs was 

through Bay Lake 



Dakota (Sioux) & Ojibwe  

1650 

 Dakota(Sioux) 

Live Across Most 

of Minnesota 

1680-1825 

Ojibwe Take 

Central & 

Northern 

Minnesota 


